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everiche manne of ’hem had borne awaie Jbche peces, 
as he might getten. And ioriotiic this forelaicd woman 
bare finale bokes in her right hande, and in her left 
hand Jhe bare a iccptcr. And when hie (awe thefe Poeti- 
call mules approchyng about my bed, and endityng 
wordes ro my wcpynges, fhe was a litle amoved, and 
glowed with cruell eyen. Who (q?> Jhe) hath buffered 
approchen to this like manne theft commen ftrompettes, 
ol which is the place that menne callen Theatre, the 
whiche onely ne ali'wagcn not hisforowes with remedies, 
but thei would feden and nurifhe hym with fwete vc- 
nime ? Forfothe, that ben tho that with thornes, and 
prickynges of talentes of affections, whiche that ben 
nothyng fruftuous nor profitable, diftroien the Corne, 
plentuous of fruietes of refon. For thei holdcn hertes 
of men in tifage, but thei nc deliver no folke fro ma- 
Jadie. But it ye mules had withdrawen fro me with 
your flatteries any unconnyng and unprofitable manne, 
as ben wont to finde coni men ly emong the peple, I would 
well fuflfe the lafie grevou.fly. For why, in fochie an 
unprofitable man myne ententes were nothyng enda- 
maged. But ye withdrowen fro me this man, that hath 
ben nourilhed in my lludics or fcoles of Eleaticis, and 
of Academicis in Grece. But goeth now rather awaie 
ye Mermaidens, whiche that ben fwete, till it beat the 
fall, and l'uflreth this man to be cured and heled by 
my mules, that is to fay, by my note full feknees. And 
thus this companieof mules iblamed calten wrothly the 
chere dounvvard to the yerth, and fhe wing by r.edneffe 
ther thei paffeden forowfully the threfnolde. And 

I of whom the light plounged in teres was dafked, lb 
that 1 ne might not know what that woman was, of Jo 
Imperial au&horitie, 1 woxe all abufhed and Honied, and 
caff my fight dounc to the yerth, and began Bill for to 
abide what ilie would doen afterward. 'I hen came flic 
nere, and let her doune upon the utterefl comer of my 
bed, and fire beholdyng my clierc, that was-caft to the 
yerth, hevie and grevous of wepyng, complained with 
thefe wordes (that 1 fiiall faine) the pcrturbacion of my 
thought. 




the hygher parte wlier the letter T. was why this \ n- 
derftand ipcculacion or con templacion. NeutEthdep rk. 
handes ol fome vyolente pci Tones had cut the fayd| vul- 
tures and bad taken awaye cert.iyne peejs tlierebj, 
as euery one cotilde catch. And file her lelie d , d'-Fac 
in her ryght hand litel bokes, and in her kite hanpe-a 
icepter, which forefayd phylofophy (when Ihe law clie 
mules poetycal prdent at my ted, fpekyng fprYmv! d 
wordes to my wepynges) beyng angry fayd (wjefi /tetfl- 
ble or frownynge countcnaunce j who fu filed civ crafty 
harlottes to com to thys lycke man ? v.hych can fljr, 
hym by no means of hys grit ft by any kind of mcih- 
cines, but rather increafe the' fi^nie with fwete pby lop, 
Thefe be they that doo dyllroye the fertile and fifen- 
tious commodytycs of reafon and the Jruytes tlieiyf 
wyth their pryckynge thornes, or barren zfiedes, ^ijd 
accuftome or fubdue mens mynJes With lick eh •, and 
heuynts, and do not delyuer or healc them ol the' fa I lie. 
But yf your flatterye had conueycd or wythdr'a’wen fidm 
me, any vnlernyd man as the coined forte of people 
are wonte to be, f coukie haue ben better cqntenrtu, .for 
in that my worke Ihouid not be hurt or hyndcryd. But 
you haue taken and conueycd from me l hys nun that 
hath ben broughte vp in the ftudyes ol Anilutc] aqd of 
Bhitu But yet get you hence marcinaids (that feme fwue 
uniy.U you haue brought a man to dt.uhe) and fulfi r hie 
to heuic thys my man wyth my mules or Icyenccs that 
be huifome and good. And after that pbiiuiophy had 
fpoken thefe wordes the fayd company^ of the mufys 
poeticall beynge rtbukyd and fad, cane down their 
countenaunce to the greunde, and by bluffy ng con fefed 
their ftiamlaftnes, and went out ol the dares. But t 
(that had my fyght dull and blyml wyth wepyng^ fo 
that I knew not v.hat woman this was hauyitg foo great 
auct boride) was amafyd or aftonyed, and Ipkyng 
downeward, towarde the grounde, I began pryvvlye 
to look what thyng fhe would fay r 9 ferdier, then " lhe 
had laid. Then lhe approching and drawynge ncrc vhto 
me, fat dovvne vpon the vttermoft part of my l ed, 
and lokyng vpon my face fad with, vveping, and dc- 
clynyd toward the earth for forow, be way led the trou- 
ble ot my minde wyth theie fayinges folowynge. 


7 he conciufions of the Astrolaeie. 

This book (written to his fun in the year ot our Lord 
»39R and in the 14 of King Richard II.) ftandeth 
fo good at this d«y, efpecially for the horizon of Ox- 
ford, as in the opinion of the learned it cannot be 
amended, fays an Edit, of Chaucer. 

Y T E L Lowys my lbnne, f percevc well by cer- 
1 taine evidences ihyne abylyte to lerne fcyences, 
touching nombres and proporcions, and alfo well con- 
fydre I thy befye prayer in efpecyal to lerne the tretyfe 
of the afirolabye. Than for as moche as a philofopher 
laithe, he wrapeth hym in his trende, that condifcendcth 
to the ryghtfuil prayers of his frende : therfore I have 
given the a fufficient aftobkfeye for oure orizont, com 
powoed alter tlie latitude of Oxenforde : upon the 
wfiiche by mediacion of this lytell tretife, ! purpofe to 
teche the a cerraine nombre ot conciufions, pertainynge 
to this fame inftrument. i fay a certaine nombre of 
conciufions for thre caufes, the firft caufe i, this. Trufle 
wtl that al the conciufions that have be lou n den, or ells 
polfiblye might be founde in fo noble an inflrument as 
in the allrolabye, ben unknowen perfitely to anye mor- 
tal man in this region, as I fuppoie. Another caufe is 
this, that fothely in any cartes of the allrolabye that I 
have yfene, ther ben fome conciufions, that wol not in al 
thinges perfourme ther belie lies : and fome of ’hem ben 
to harde to thy tender age of ten yerc to conceve. This 
tretife divided in five partes, wil 1 lhewe the wondir light 
rules and naked wordes in Englilhe, for Latine ne canfl 
thou nat yet but finale, my litel fonne. But neverrhe- 
lefie luffifeth to the thefe trewe conclufyons in Englilhe, 
as well as luffifeth to thefe noble clerkes grekes thefe 
fame conciufions in greke, and to the Arabines m Ara- 
bike, and to Jewcs in Hebrewe, and to the Latin folke 
in Latyn : whiche Latyn folke had ’hem firfle out of 
other divers langages, and write ’hem in ther owne 
tonge, that is to faine in Latine. 


And God wote that in all thefe languages and in 
manye mo, have thefe conclufyons beu kiHicientiye 
lerned and taught, and yet by divers rules, right as di- 
vers pathes leden divers folke the right waye to Rome. 

Now wol I pray rorkely every perfon diferete that 
redetli or hercth this lityl tretife to have my rude cn 
tenting excu led, and my fupeifiuite ot wordes, fort.’.o 
caufes. The firft catile is, lor that cui kins endityng 
and harde fentences is lul hevy at ones, for loch a chikle 
to lerne. And the feconde caufe is this, that (othtly 
me femeth better to writen unto a childe tv.de a gnde 
fen tehee, than he ioriete it ones. And, Low, if n be 
fo that I lhewe the in my Jith Englilhe, as trew cohlclu- 
fions touching this mater, and not only as trewe but as 
many and lubtil conciufions as ben y (hewed in hum, in 
any comon tretife of the allrolabye, conne me the more 
tlianke, and praye God lave the kinge, that is Jorde ot 
this Engage, and all that him faith ber.th, and obdech 
cveriche in his degree, the more and the lafie. Bur enn- 
fydreth well, that I ne ufurpe not to have founden this 
tverke of my labour or of myne engin. I n’ame but a 
leutle compiiatour of the laboure of olde aftrologicns, 
and have it tranflated in myn englilhe onely lor thy doc- 
trine ; and with this fwerde lhal i flem 


im r 

, k I v 


y 


The firft party. 

The firft parcye ot this tretife (hall reliere? the 
and the membres ot thyne aftrolaby, bycaufe chat thou 
fiialte have the gteter knowinge of thine ownc in- 
ftrument. w 

The feconde party, 

1 he feconde part ye fiial teche the to werken the very 
prafti Ice ol the torefaid conciufions, as ierforthe and alio 
narawe as may befhewed in fo fmale an inflrument puf' 
utiie aboute. For wel wote every aftrologien, that 
fmallcll fractions ne wol not be fhe wed in fo fmal an in- 
ilrument, as in lubtil tables caiculed for a caufe. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAG 


The Froiosue of the Testament of L O V E. 

n f A NY men there ben, that with eres openly ipr^d 
M l N JchT?w‘aLe„ the de.iuoofneire o 

of ryme, by queinc knitnnge coloures, that o g 
r.eITe or of d.e bodnefle ot the fentence take they litel 

htI Sothelye lluhe W itte and a thoughtfune foule ft forc 

of enditinge of the 

kre^M Aetoreftpolnt, and phtntJn there the lenience 
of'thinees 10 tint *ith litel helpe it is able to fpnng. 

Lt.’’ i hat nothynge hath of the gretc fiode ot 

: and boiftous, and fo drawe togtSer to maken the 

catchers therof ben the more redy to bent fentence. 

Some men there ben, that painten with colours riche 
and fome with wers, as with red mke, and iome with 
coles and chalke : and yet is there gode matter ro the 
leude peple of thylke chalkye purtreyture, as hem 
thiriketh for the time, and alter Ward the lyght ol the 
better colours yeven to ’hem more joye lor the firft 
leudeneffe. So fothly this leude dowdy occupacyon is 
not to prayfe, but by the leude for comedy leude 
leudeneffe commendech. Eke it Hral yeve fight that 
other precyous thynges (halt be the more in reverence 
In Latin and French hath many foveraine Wittes had 
arete delyte to endice, and have many noble thinges lul- 
filde, but certes there ben lome that fpeken ther poilyc 
mater in Frenche, of whiche fpeche tlie f renche men 
have as gode a fantafye as we have in heryng of Frenche 
mens Englilhe. And many termes there ben in En- 
glylhe, whiche unneth we Englilhe men connen declare 
the knowleginge • howe lhould than a Fiencnc man 
borne ? foche termes connejumpere in his matter, but 
as the jay chatereth Englilhe. Right fo cruely the un- 
derftandyn of Englifiimen woll not flretche to the privie 
termes in Frenche, what fo ever we bollen of ftraunge 
langage. Let than clerkes enditen in Latin, for they 
have the propertie of icience, and the knowinge in that 
facultie : and lette Frenche men in ther Frenche alfo 
enditen ther queint termes, for it is kyndely to ther 
mouthes; and let us fhe we our fantafies in fuch wordes 
as we lerneden of our dame’s tonge. And although 
this boke be lytel thank worthy for the leudneffe in tra- 
vaile, yet foch writing exiten men tothilke thinges that 
ben neceffirie : for every man therby may as by a per- 
petual myrrour fene the vices or vertues of other, in 
whyche thynge lightly may be conceved toefehue perils, 
and necefiaries to catch, after as aventures have fallen 
to other peple or perfons, 

Certes the love rai nil thingc of defire and moll cre- 
ttne refonable, have or els Ihuld have full appetite to 
ther perfeccyon : unrefonable belles mowen not, fithe 
refon hath in ’hem no workinge : than refonable that 
wol not, is companioned to unrefonable, and made lyke 
’hem. Forfothe the mod foveraine and final 1 perfeccion 
of man is in knowynge of a fothe, withouten any entent 
decevable, and in love of one very God, that is in- 
chaungeable, that is to knowe, and love his creator. 

Nowe principally the mens to brynge in knowleging 
and lovynge h;s creatour, is the coniideracyon of thynges 
made by the creatour, wher through by thylke thinges 
that ben made, underflandynge here to our wyttes, arne 
the unfene pryvities of God made to us fyghtfull and 
knowinge, in our contemplacion and underftondinge. 
Thefe thinges than forlbthe moche bringen us to the 
ful knowleginge fothe, and to the parfyte love of the 
maker of hevenly thynges. Lo! David faith: thou 
hade delited me in makinge, as who faith, to have de- 
lire in the tune how God hat lent me in confidcracion of 
thy makingfi. Wherof a\riftotte in the boke de Ani- 
malibus, faith to naturell philofophers : it is a grete 
likynge in love of knowinge ther crctoure : and alio in 
knowinge of caufes in kindelye thynges, confidrid for- 
1 -the the formes of kindelye thinges and the fhap, a 
gret kyndely lov’e wc Ihukle have to the werktnan that 
hem made. 1 he erafee ol awerkman is (hewed in the 
werk. 1 (erefore trulie the philofophers with a lyvely 
il ud it' manic noble thinges, righte precious, and worthy 


tomemorye, writen. and by a gret fmet and travail le ta 
leften of caufes the properties in natures ot thing* 


tis 


more 


to whiche therfore philofophers it was more joy, 

Jvkin-e, more lierty lull in kindely vertues and m^tc 
of refon the perfeccion by bufy ftudy to knowe 
than to have had all the trelour, al the ncheffc, al 
the vaine glory, that the paffed emperours, primes, 
or kinges hadden. Therfore the names of hem in the 
boke of perpetual! memorie in ve tue and pece mne 
writen ; and in the oontrarie, that is to lame, in Styxe 
the foule pitte of hellc arne thilke preifed that loch 
godenes hated. And bicaufe this boke fiiall be of love, 
and the prime caufes of ftering in that doinge with pal- 
fions and difefes for wantinge of ddife, I wil tliat t.ns 

boke be cleped the tell ament ot love. 

But nowe thou reder, who is thilke that will not m 
fcorr.e laughe, to here a dwarfe oi els halte a man, fav 
he wil rende out the lwerde ot Hercules handes, and 
alfo he Amide let Hercules Gades a mile yet ferther, and 
over that he had power of ftrength to pull up the lpere, 
that Alifander the noble might never vvagge, and that 
paffinne al thinge to ben mayfter of Fraunce by might, 
there as the noble gracious Edwarde the thirde tor al his 
crete prowelle in victories ne might al yet conqitere ? 

j wotc wcll^ ther fiiall be rnadc more Icorms 
and jape of me, that I fo unworthely clothed altogether 
in fhe cloudie cloude of unconning, wil putten me in 
prees to fpeak ol love, or els ol the caufes in that mat- 
ter, fithen al the grettell clerkes ban had ynough to don, 
and as who faith gathered up dene toforne ’hem, and 
with ther fiiarp fithes of conning al mowen and made 
therof grete rekes and noble, ful of al plenties to fede 
me and many an other. Envyc forfothe commendeth 
noughte his relbn, that he hath in hain, be it never fo 
trufly. And although thefe noble repers, as gode work- 
men and worthy ther hier, han al draw and bounde up 
in the lheves, and made many Ihockes, yet have I cn- 
fample to ga^er the fmale crommes, and fullin ma vvalet 
of tho that fallen from the bourde among the fmalle 
houndes, notwithftanding the travaile of the almoigner, 
that hath draw up in the cloth al the remifi'ailes, as 
trenchours, and the relefe to here to the almelie. Y'et 
alfo have I leve of the noble hufbande Boece, although 
I be a ftraunger of conninge to come after his doclrine, 
and thefe grete workmen, and glene my handfuls of the 
fiiedynge after ther handes, and yf me faile ought of 
my ful, to encrefe my porcion with that 1 lhal drawe by 
rivyties out of fhockes \ a 11 ye ferVaunte in his owne 
elpe is often moche commended •, knowynge of trouthe 
in caufes of thynges, was more hardier in the firtle fe- 
chers, and fo fayth Ariflotle, and lighter in us that han 
folowed after. ! 7 or ther palling fludy han frefhed our 
wittes, and oure underflandynge han excited inconfide- 
racion of trouth by lharpencs of ther refons. Utterly 
thefe thinges be no dremes ne japes, to throwe to hogges, 
it is lyfelych mete for children of trouth, and as they 
me betiden whan I pilgramed out of my kith in win- 
tere, whan the wether out of mefu re was boiftous, and 
the wyld wynd Boreas, as his kind afketh, with dryinge 
coldes maked the wawes of the ocean fe fo to arife un- 
kindely over the commune bankes that it was in point 
to fpill all the erthe. 

The Prologues of the Canter burv Tales of 
C H A U C E R, from the MSS. 

HEN that Aprilis with his fhouris fote, 

Th . e drou g ht of March had perdd to the rote. 
And bathid every veyn in fuch licour. 

Of w'hich vert ue engendrid is the Hour. 

When Zephyrus eke, with his fwete breth 
Enfpirid hath, in every holt and heth 
The render croppis ; and that the yong Sunn 
Hath in the Ramm his halve cours yrutm 
And Imale foul is makin melodye. 

That fiepin alia night with opin eye, 

(So prickith them nature in ther corapv; 

Then longin folk to go on pilgrimage : 

And palmers for to f kin (Range ftrondes 

To fervin hallowes Couth in fondry londes ■ 

And fpecially fro every fhir’is end 
Of England, to Canterbury they wend 
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